FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
The Sayreville Historical Society Utilizes Web 2.0 to Share the Borough’s Past 
With Its Modern Community

Sayreville, NJ – February 10, 2010 – The Sayreville Historical Society is currently collecting oral histories to be housed in the museum archives at 425 Main St., Sayreville, NJ. Open to all residents who possess memories of Sayreville from before World War II, the Sayreville Oral History Project aims to preserve, through the words of those residents who witnessed it, the story of the profound changes that have taken place in the Borough of Sayreville due to post-war suburbanization (i.e., the loss of open space, changing consumer trends, changes in the physical landscape, changing concepts of community, assimilation of white ethnic communities, etc.). The project began in late December of 2009 and will be ongoing. Oral history interviews can be conducted at a location of the narrator’s choosing, and the option of conducting the interview at the Historical Society Museum is always available. 
Each interview is conducted by Historical Society member Jason Slesinski, a fifth-generation Sayreville resident and coordinator of the Sayreville Oral History Project. Anyone interested in participating can either email Mr. Slesinski at SayrevilleOralHistory@gmail.com or visit the Museum any Sunday between 1:30 and 4pm.

What makes this project unique is its interactive component: YouTube.com/SayrevilleHistory. While the increasing ubiquity of the internet and the growth of Web 2.0 have irreversibly changed the way we interact with one another, making the world increasingly smaller, the SOHP is utilizing that technology to make Sayreville’s community richer. The Sayreville Oral History Project intends not only to preserve the words of our residents for posterity, but to create an ongoing, trans-generational conversation through the use of YouTube. 
At a time when the word “community” is becoming more often associated with the internet than with one’s actual neighborhood and town, the Sayreville Historical Society is reclaiming its local history with the help of modern technology. The SOHP will reshape the way Sayreville’s residents think about and understand their community by opening up new channels of communication against an informational backdrop specific to Sayreville. Highlights from the oral history interviews are continually being uploaded to the society’s YouTube page where users can not only learn about the past, but interact with other viewers/neighbors through comments and video responses.

Storytelling begets culture and community, and the SOHP is providing the forum, the virtual campfire around which our younger residents can learn from those who came before them and better understand and appreciate the place they call home. 
Funding in part has been provided by the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commission, Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders, the New Jersey Historical Commission/Department of State, and local donations.
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